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Electives and Extracurriculars
Philosophy

At Tualatin Valley Academy we recognize that each student is 
an individual with unique interests. We offer a variety of elective 
classes and extracurricular activities to support students in grow-
ing and learning about a variety of topics. 

Classes and Activities

Art
Handbells
Choir
Band
Publications
Working Models
Soccer
Basketball
Volleyball



At Tualatin Valley Academy, students in our Middle School 
receive a Christ-centered education that nurtures student 
individuality within a climate of academic excellence. Par-
ticular emphasis is placed on integrating science, technol-
ogy and mathematics throughout the core curriculum and 
electives to support the school’s ongoing goal of providing 
students with a high-quality education.

Classes are taught in a project-based learning format, inte-
grating STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and 
Math) wherever possible. Experiential education, or going 
out into the real world for educational experiences, is also a 
core component of our program. 

Read on to hear more about TVA’s Middle School teachers, 
programs and curriculums. 

Physical Education
Philosophy

But they who wait for the LORD shall renew 
their strength, they shall mount up with wings 
like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not grow faint.
Isaiah 40:31
 
Tualatin Valley Academy views athletics as being a very important 
component of your child’s education for many reasons. Athlet-
ics offer students an opportunity to build new friendships with 
other Christian young adults and strengthen those already cre-
ated. They give students the opportunity to learn how to deal with 
adversity in a controlled setting, and they provide students an 
excellent opportunity to develop leadership skills. Athletics offer 
students the opportunity to work with others as a team to accom-
plish a common goal. They also give students an opportunity to 
participate in cardiovascular activities, which promote a healthy 
lifestyle.



Meet the Teachers

Mr. Kahler
7th Grade Homeroom, 7-8 Science and Bible
Phil Kahler began teaching at Tualatin Valley 
Academy in 1993. His passion for sharing the 
natural world with students motivated him to 
construct a bird feeding station on campus and 
to lead our annual marine biology trip. He has 
B.S. and M.S. degrees in Environmental Educa-
tion and Interpretive Services Administration and 

holds professional teacher certifications with Washington State 
and the North American Division. He is an alumnus of the National 
Audubon Society Expedition Institute. Working with Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology, Phil has showcased our students’ bird studies 
at national teacher conventions. As a recipient of the Don Keele 
Excellence in Education Award he participated in the Educator 
Academy in the Amazon Rainforest, where he returned the fol-
lowing summer as a faculty member. Phil enjoys bird watching, 
backyard beekeeping and photography.

Mr. Steve
8th Grade Homeroom, 7-8 History and Language 
Arts, Publications
Steve Moor graduated with his bachelor’s de-
gree in Religion in 2005 along with a minor in 
Sociology. He spent 2 years abroad teaching in 
Thailand, and then returned to school for an-
other bachelor’s degree in English. He received 
his Master’s Degree in Teaching in 2010 and has 

been teaching at Tualatin Valley Academy ever since. He loves 
exploring new ideas and new skills with his students. His hobbies 
include song-writing, guitar, sailing, film making, film scoring, 
building computers and keeping up on current affairs. He loves 
mentoring youth. His 8th grade music videos can be found on the 
Tualatin Valley Academy YouTube channel.

Art
Philosophy

Taking the art elective at Tualatin Valley Academy is a great way 
for students to expand their artistic experiences, hone skills and 
gain artistic understanding through critique, and discussion. 
Students will learn through a wide variety of mediums, which vary 
somewhat from year to year, but usually include: pencil, pen and 
ink, charcoal, pastels, Lino-cut, watercolor paint, acrylic paint, 
ceramics (we have a kiln), sand painting, collage, and more. 

The goal of this program is to challenge each student in a way 
that encourages “process over product” and helps them to feel 
confident as they approach each new project. Each assignment 
culminates with a critiquing session, where each student discuss-
es the challenges, successes and what new things have been 
learned as they have created their unique works of art. 



Mrs. Beck
7-8 Math
Sara Beck completed a Bachelors of Arts in 
Mathematics and Minors in Chemistry and 
Education in 2000 and a Masters of Science 
in Teaching Mathematics in 2005. She holds 
Professional Teaching credentials with both the 
State of Oregon and the North American Divi-
sion. She taught Algebra I though AP Statistics 

from 2001-2009 and has taught 7th and 8th grade math at Tuala-
tin Valley Academy since 2014. Her constant goal is for every stu-
dent to become proficient in applying the essential tools and skills 
of mathematics. When she isn’t devising the next math lesson, 
she enjoys gourmet cooking, watching cooking shows, reading 
and spending time with her family.

Mr. Blackburn
7-8 Technology, Handbells
Michael Blackburn graduated with a Masters of 
Architecture with an emphasis in Urban Design 
in 2007. He has also worked as a designer, 
doing videography, photography and graphic 
design. A TVA alumnus, Mr. B was an original 
member of Ring of Fire, TVA’s world-renowned 
handbell choir. He joined TVA’s staff in 2016, 

teaching Handbells and Technology.  His goal for his Technol-
ogy class is for students to learn technology through projects 
that have real-world impact, showing students in the process 
how what they are learning in their core classes impacts the real 
world. He has brought handbells back to TVA to give students 
the chance to learn to play handbells like Ring of Fire did. When 
he’s not teaching he likes to spend time with his family, do some 
photography, renovate houses and research new technology.

Music
Philosophy

“Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us make a 
joyful noise to the Lord with songs of praise!” Ps. 95:2

The Music Program at Tualatin Valley Academy provides each 
individual student a chance to grow and express themselves 
through a variety of musical outlets. Whether it’s through learn-
ing and playing an instrument, singing in a choir, or serving in a 
Chapel Worship Band, each student is encouraged to develop 
and expand their musical abilities. The students are encouraged 
to reach outside their known levels of talents and skills to a new 
level of growth and development, not just as a musician, but as a 
whole person. This builds confidence and leadership experience 
that will serve them in many areas throughout their whole life.

Curriculum

Instruction is provided for, but not limited to, vocal training, tra-
ditional band and orchestra instruments, handbells, keyboard, 
guitar, and hand percussion. Students are encouraged to step 
out and perform as soloists and in group settings. We offer Mixed 
Choir, Advanced Band, and a developing Strings program. For 
those students who are interested in participating as worship 
leaders, students are given instruction and opportunities to work 
together as a worship band for Chapel Fridays, thus learning 
skills that can benefit them should they desire to serve in their lo-
cal church as well.



Mrs. Boyer
7-8 Music
Alice Boyer has 35 years of experience in music 
and music education. She studied Opera Per-
formance at Penn State University and Music 
Education at Edinboro University of Pennsylva-
nia. Her career began in performance and she 
pursued that for many years, but eventually she 
decided that she preferred teaching as it was 

much more rewarding! Mrs. Boyer is most excited to develop 
young worship leaders and help students to grow outside the 
box. In her free time she likes to bead, watch movies and hang 
out with her husband and children. 

Mr. Chamberlain
7-8 Physical Education
James Chamberlain has a BS degree in Physi-
cal Education, and an MA in Educational Lead-
ership. This is his twentieth year at TVA. In 
addition to PE classes, he is our Athletic Di-
rector, running all of our sports programs. Mr. 
Chamberlain’s dedication to Christian Educatin 
is seen in his leadership of our chapel programs

and our Asssociated Student Body (ASB).

Mrs. Loncar
7-8 Art
Art is something that Denise Loncar both has 
a lot of experience with and is very passion-
ate about. She has a BA in Art History. In 2013 
she joined the TVA team as the art teacher, and 
prior to that she was the Art Smart leader at TVA 
for over 10 years. She enjoys sharing something 
she is so passionate about with students and 

seeing the spark ignite in them! She loves to see students de-
velop abilities that they had no idea they possessed. Mrs. Loncar 
introduces her students to many different art mediums and topics, 
which change from year to year. When she is not teaching she 
enjoys doing yoga, painting, drawing, cooking, travelling and go-
ing to museums. 

Technology
Philosophy

Technology, in many ways, has become the home-ec and wood-
shop for newer generations. Students today are facing a future 
brimming with jobs in technology related industries and TVA 
wants to help equip all students with fundamentals in various  
technology subjects to better prepare them for college and the 
workforce. Topics include computer programming, 3D modeling, 
digital music production and videography/photography.



History
Philosophy

As a teacher, Mr. Steve believes that the ability to imagine and 
create is given directly by God. While many schools continue to 
eliminate funding for the creative arts and music, TVA is commit-
ted to fostering not only the simple acquisition of facts, but the 
synthesis of learned information into new creations. We push our 
students to take scholastic knowledge and put it into action out in 
the physical world. It is one thing to learn about other parts of the 
world, another to simply imagine being there, but creation allows 
us to share what we imagine with others.

Curriculum

Students will cover topics such as civics, the rise of the Demo-
cratic party, the rise of the Republican party, the Civil War, the 
Reconstruction, the Progressive Era, World War I and II, Vietnam 
and the Great Society, the Regan Revolution, the 90’s, 9/11 and 
the Naughts. Current events are tied in wherever applicable. 
Students are encouraged to use creative mediums such as video 
creation, digital portfolio creation, drama creation, music editing 
and physical crafts whenever possible.

Middle School
Philosophy and Curriculum



Math
Philosophy

Students often have one of two perspectives of math. A few stu-
dents see math as logical and reasonable, a set of rules to follow. 
These students generally do well until they reach the level where 
they can either no longer memorize all the rules or they are asked 
to apply the concepts in new and novel ways. Other students 
view math as a complete mystery or a foreign language. They 
can’t see how math is at all related to their world. They struggle 
to remember which rules apply when and often end up frustrated 
and discouraged. Mrs. Beck strives to bridge the gap for both 
students. She believes that instead of memorizing the rules, 
students should learn the concepts. See how math describes 
what you already know. Use it as a tool to interact with your world. 
Once you start to see the connections within mathematics and 
between mathematics and your world, you’ll have the groundwork 
to support curiosity about additional connections and applica-
tions.

Learning math is like learning to swim. In order to learn to swim, 
one must have a specific skill set and be able to integrate those 
skills in a way that allows one to move through water efficiently 
and without sinking. Mrs. Beck views math the same way. At each 
level there are specific concepts and skills that students must 
master in order to be successful in the next set of skills. If you 
don’t have those skills yet, you need to spend more time learn-
ing and practicing them. A solid foundation of math tools and the 
ability to apply them opens many doors for students’ futures. Her 
goal is for each one of her students to have the tools and resourc-
es they need to achieve their dreams.

Language Arts
Philosophy

As a teacher, Mr. Steve believes that the ability to imagine and 
create is given directly by God. While many schools continue to 
eliminate funding for the creative arts and music, TVA is commit-
ted to fostering not only the simple acquisition of facts, but the 
synthesis of learned information into new creations. We push our 
students to take scholastic knowledge and put it into action out in 
the physical world. 

Curriculum

Students will learn about a variety of integrated topics including 
but not limited to: grammar, spelling, reading, scholastic writing 
and creative writing. These will be integrated with technology 
across several mediums such as video creation, digital portfolio 
creation and drama creation. 



Bible
Philosophy

7th and 8th Grade Bible is about helping students understand 
who God is and his plan to save us. Students are encouraged 
to make their faith personal and to understand why they believe 
what they believe.

Curriculum

Year 1: Becoming Like Him: God’s Reflection
Becoming Like Him: God’s Reflection is a comprehensive study 
of basic Christianity emphasizing Christian growth. It also takes 
the students through Seventh-day Adventist beliefs and practi-
cal life applications that draw the students to become like Jesus. 
This curriculum directs students on the pathway to a relationship 
with God, and students will be guided to explore ways in which 
this relationship influences a person’s life. Throughout the lessons 
the students are given opportunity to get to know and understand 
God. They will understand how important they are to Him and 
begin to reflect His love to those around them. 

Year 2: Truth Unveiled: God’s Triumph
Truth Unveiled: Gods Triumph is a comprehensive study of con-
troversy between Christ and Satan. The essence of this study is 
God’s love for human beings and His triumph over sin for eternity. 
Throughout the lessons students are given opportunity to reflect 
and relate the timeless truths and principles to their own lives. 
They will recognize the methods God has used to reveal Himself 
and the plan of salvation to humanity. This study invites students 
to live a life fully dedicated to God.

Curriculum

7th Grade Math

Textbook:  Big Ideas Math Red

7th Grade Math is a culmination of all math studied up to this 
point.  Prerequisite skills include fluency in adding, subtracting, 
multiplying, and dividing whole numbers, fractions, and decimals.  
Major topics include integers, rational numbers, ratios, rates, pro-
portions, percents, similar figures, surface area, and volume.

8th Grade Math

Textbook:  Big Ideas Math Blue

8th Grade Math covers topics typically seen in a Pre-Algebra 
course.  Prerequisite skills include fluency in adding, subtract-
ing, multiplying, and dividing integers and rational numbers.  The 
primary focus of the year is writing, graphing, and solving linear 
equations, inequalities, and functions. Other topics include similar 
triangles, Pythagorean Theorem, data analysis, and exponents.

Algebra 1

Textbook:  Big Ideas Math Purple

The goal in Algebra I is mastery of the foundational concepts 
and skills required for success in all subsequent math courses. 
Students will write, solve and graph linear equations, inequalities, 
functions and systems of linear equations; factor, solve and graph 
quadratic equations and functions; simplify, write and graph 
exponential expressions and functions; and explore data analysis 
through probability and statistics topics.



Science
Philosophy

It is by faith that we understand that the universe was created by 
God’s word, so that what can be seen was made out of what can-
not be seen. Hebrews 11:3

Science impacts every aspect of our lives, from the circuitry of 
our computers to this morning’s weather forecast. Science pro-
vides a way for us to explore our world and to discover the an-
swers to our questions. Each new discovery reveals something 
about the character of our Creator and strengthens our faith.

Students at Tualatin Valley Academy explore the world around 
them through exciting laboratory investigations, field experiences, 
projects, current textbooks, guest speakers, audio visual pro-
grams, Internet resources, relevant classroom presentations and 
teacher demonstrations. 

Seventh and Eighth grade general science program covers a va-
riety of life, earth and physical science topics in depth. Subjects 
are rotated over the course of two years. 

Our spacious science laboratory seats up to thirty students. Each 
lab station is equipped with needed equipment including micro-
scopes and appropriate safety equipment.

Curriculum

Year One 7th and 8th Grade Curriculum: 

Earth’s waters
Animals
Sound and Light
From Bacteria to Plants

Year Two 7th and 8th Grade Curriculum:

Weather and Climate
Inside Earth
Motion, Forces and Energy
Environmental Science


